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FEDERAL  POWER  COMMISSION 

[  18  CFR  Part  141  ] 

[Docket  No.  RM76-32) 

REPORT  OF  GENERATING  PLANT,  TECH¬ 
NICAL,  ENVIRONMENTAL  AND  OPER¬ 
ATING  DATA— NEW  FORM  NO.  156 

Proposed  Rulemaking 

August  23. 1976. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  pursuant  to  the 
Administrative  Procedure  Act,  5  U.S.C. 
553,  and  Sections  10,  19.  20,  202,  205,  206, 
207,  304,  309  and  311  of  the  Federal 
Power  Act,'  that  the  Commission  pro¬ 
poses  to  add  Section  141.68  to  Part  141  of 
the  Approved  Forms  under  the  Federal 
Power  Act  to  provide  that  new  FPC  Form 
No.  156  be  required  for  reporting.  The 
proposed  new  form  would  be  entitled 
“Report  of  Generating  Plant.  Technical, 
Environmental,  and  Operating  Data.” 

During  a  period  of  critical  energy 
needs,  such  as  the  nation  is  experienc¬ 
ing  today,  the  public  interest  requires 
that  the  Commission  have  available  to  it 
current  and  continuing  information  on 
the  operations  of  electric  utilities  gen¬ 
erating  dectricity.  The  interests  of  those 
companies  regulated  by  the  Commission 
also  require  an  efficient  and  progressive 
means  of  regvilation. 

On  Septonlier  26,  1973,  in  Docket  No. 
R^38,  the  Commission  issued  Order  No. 
494,  amending  Part  2,  Chapter  I,  Title  18 
of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  and 
setting  forth  Commission  policy  for  the 
development  of  a  fully  automated  com¬ 
puter  regiUatory  system  to  provide  such 
Information.  When  developed  and  fully 
operative,  the  system  will  provide  prompt 
and  ready  access  to  data  contained  in  a 
central  electronic  data  bank,  eliminating 
the  duplication  of  information  now  col¬ 
lected  and  reducing  the  quantity  of 
existing  manual  files.  This  system  will 
not  only  facilitate  the  evaluation  and 
analysis  of  all  data,  but  it  will  also  ac¬ 
commodate  the  develofHnent  of  new 
regulatory  techniques. 

In  Order  No.  494,  the  Commission 
stated  that  all  existing  “hard  copy”  pub¬ 
lic  use  forms  would  be  redesigned  and 
consolidated  to  eliminate  redundancies 
and  that  instructions  for  reporting  would 
be  clarified  by  use  of  Electronic  Data 
Processing  (EDP)  Technology.  Public 
use  form  information,  as  it  Is  presently 
submitted,  will  be  replaced  by  the  sub¬ 
mission  of  individual  data  elements 
wltoin  a  general  data  element  and  code 
scheme.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  major 
system  revision  will  result  in  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  total  niunber  of  data  items 
currently  transmitted  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  by  the  respondents. 

In  Order  No.  494,  the  Commission 
further  stated  that  the  development  of 
the  automated  computer  information 
system  would  be  effected  through  the  use 
of  phased  rulemaking  proceedings  in 
which  various  Commission  reporting 


141  Stat.  1068-1070,  1073,  1074;  49  Stat. 
843-844,  848,  849,  861-853,  855,  856,  858,  859; 
87  Stat.  461;  82  Stat.  617;  16  U.S.C.  803,  812. 
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procedures  and  report  forms  would  be 
restructured.  To  this  end.  Form  No.  156 
is  designed  to  incorporate  into  a  readily 
retrievable  data  processing  system  some 
of  the  Information  currently  elicited  by 
FPC  Form  Nos.  1*,  1P‘.  1M‘,  4“,  4A*,  12’, 
12A*,  12D*,  67'®,  and  423". 

It  is  anticipated  that  a  one-year  pe¬ 
riod  of  parallel  reporting  will  be  re¬ 
quired  for  system  evaluation.  Assuming 
successful  operation  of  the  new  system 
within  such  time  period,  the  related 
schedules  vithin  the  current  FPC  Form 
Nos.  1.  IF,  IM,  4.  4A,  12,  12A,  12D.  67, 
and  423  would  then  be  eliminated  for 
these  respondents. 

Proposed  Form  No.  156  would  consist 
of  59  schedules  to  be  numbered  as  fol¬ 
lows :  601,  603-623,  625-638,  641-645, 
647-660, 665, 854-855  and  857. 

The  data  collected  on  Schedules  601, 
603-605,  607-615,  630-634,  637,  638,  641- 
645,  and  660  would  provide  the  Commis¬ 
sion  with  information  currently  sub¬ 
mitted  on  Form  Nos.  1,  IF,  IM,  12,  12A, 
and  12D,  on  plant  construction  cost  and 
annual  production  expenses  of  nuclear, 
hydro,  combined  cycle,  internal  com¬ 
bustion,  gas  turbine,  and  pumped  stor¬ 
age  electric  generating  plants.  The  sched¬ 
ules  would  also  provide  data  on  plant 
design,  plant  and  unit  additions,  jointly 
owned  plants  and  units,  plants  and  units 
under  construction,  and  plant  and  unit 
retirements.  There  would  be  some  in¬ 
structional  changes  in  the  new  schedules  j 
Otherwise,  no  new  data  would  be  re- 
qxiired. 

Schedule  606  would  collect  plant  de¬ 
pendable  hydroelectric  capacity  and’ 
potential  energy.  The  data  to  be  col¬ 
lected  on  Schedules  616-629,  and  649-659 
include  environmentally  related  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  design  and  operating 
of  steam-electric  plants  having  an  in¬ 
stalled  generating  capacity  of  25  mega¬ 
watts  or  greater.  The  new  data  to  be 
required  by  Schedules  616  and  617  (re¬ 
lating  to  boilers  serviced  by  common  fuel 
feeder  systems),  by  Schedules  618-620 
(relating  to  the  design  relationship  be¬ 
tween  boilers  and  stacks) ,  and  by  Sched¬ 
ules  622  and  623  (relating  to  the  design 
relationship  between  boilers  and  fine  gas 
cleaniiig  equipment)  would  be  reported 
only  once.  Follow-up  reports  would  be 
required  only  to  reflect  changes  to  data 
previously  submitted.  The  information 
to  be  reported  on  Schedules  625  and  626 
(relating  to  the  operation  of  plant  cool¬ 
ing  systems)  and  on  Schedules  650  and 
651  (relating  to  monUUy  and  annual 
boiler  operation.  Including  fuel  usages) 
would  be  required  annually.  Data  similar 
to  that  required  by  these  proposed 
schedules  is  currently  filed  cm  Form  No. 
67.  The  collection  of  information 
in  this  new  format  would  provide  the 
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Commission  with  a  greater  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  operating  practices  of  steam - 
electric  plants  for  use  in  assessing  their 
oivironmental  Impact. 

Schedule  635  would  provide  monthly 
Information  on  net  generation,  fossil  fuel 
consumption,  and  stocks  from  all  electric 
utility  power  plants  as  Is  currently  re- 
porteii  on  Form  Nos.  4  and  4A.  It  is  pro¬ 
posed  that  the  respondents  be  provided 
with  a  printed  record  of  data  currently 
in  the  Commission  files  on  plant  codes, 
generating  type,  fuel  type,  and  installed 
generating  capacity.  Plant  code,  gen¬ 
erating  type,  and  fuel  type  are  to  be 
entered  by  the  respondent  onto  the 
schedule  for  identification.  No  new 
significant  data  would  be  required,  vith 
the  exception  of  the  following:  the 
magnitude  of  the  units  for  reporting  cer¬ 
tain  data  would  be  changed  (for  ex¬ 
ample:  KWH  to  MWH;  tons  to  1,000’s 
of  tons) ;  the  data  item  lists  would  be 
expanded  to  allow  more  explicit  utiliza¬ 
tion  of  data  base;  and,  plant  status 
which  was  previously  included  in  the 
general  instructions  would  be  submitted 
by  the  respondents  in  a  specified  data 
field. 

The  data  to  be  collected  monthly  on 
Schedule  636  would  deal  with  the  cost 
and  quality  of  fossil  fuels  delivered  to 
electric  power  plants  having  a  combined 
steam  electric  combustion  turbine  and 
internal  combusticm  engine  capacity  of 
25  megawatts  or  more.  Specifically, 
the  new  information  to  be  submit¬ 
ted  on  Schedule  636  would  include: 
(1)  The  length  and  the  expiration 
date  of  the  original  contract  under 
which  each  fossil  fuel  purchase  is 
made;  (2)  the  mode  of  transporta- 
tiwi  used  to  deliver  fuel  requirements; 
(3)  the  identification  of  gas  quantities 
purchased  Interstate  (as  opposed  to 
intra-state) ;  and  (4)  Information  on 
whether  coal  shipments  have  been 
washed.  This  new  information  would  be 
submitted  along  with  the  same  data  cur¬ 
rently  filed  on  Form  No.  423. 

The  purpose  of  Schedule  647  would  be 
to  obtain  information  concerning  the 
outages,  and  reasons  therefor,  of  gen¬ 
erating  units.  Reliability  analysis  of 
dectric  systems  requires  comprehensive 
statistical  data  on  generating  plant  out¬ 
ages  (scheduled  and  unscheduled).  At 
the  present  time,  the  Commission  has  no 
official  periodic,  comprehensive  source 
of  outage  data.  Therefore,  the  new  in¬ 
formation  to  be  submitted  on  Schedule 
647,  to  be  furnished  by  all  systems,  would 
provide  the  Commission  with  a  large 
statistical  base  and  would  be  immedi¬ 
ately  available  to  Commission  staff. 

Schedule  648  would  require  certain 
operating  information  on  a  system’s 
plants  at  the  time  of  system  peak 
load.  This  data  is  presently  col¬ 
lected  on  Schedule  1  of  the  Form  12. 
Schedule  665  would  require  plant  trans¬ 
former  data  also  presently  collected  in 
the  Form  12. 

All  data  and  information  submitted 
pursuant  to  the  proposed  form  would  be 
required  to  be  subscribed  and  verified  by 
a  duly  authorized  executive  office  of  the 
respondent  as  being  factually  accurate 
and  complete  to  the  best  of  his  or  her 
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knowledge  according  to  the  Commission’s 
Rules  of  Practice  and  Procedure  (18  CFR 
Part  1). 

It  has  been  contemplated  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  that  all  respondents,  in  using 
EDP  media,  would  be  required  to  submit 
their  data  on  magnetic  tape.  The  Com¬ 
mission  now  proposes  that  magnetic  tape, 
in  addition  to  a  hard  copy  of  the  forms 
used  to  create  the  tape,  would  be  required 
only  from  those  respondents  having  over 
2,000  MW  of  installed  capacity,  and  that 
the  manner  of  the  preparation  of  the 
tapes  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  those 
respondents.  For  all  other  respondents, 
an  original  and  four  copies  of  each  com¬ 
pleted  Form  No.  156  would  be  required  to 
be  filed  with  the  Commission. 

Any  interested  person  may  submit  to 
the  Federal  Power  Commission,  825 
North  Capitol  Street,  NE,  Washington, 
D.C.  20426,  not  later  than  October  22, 
1976,  data,  views,  and  comments  or  sug¬ 
gestions  in  writing  concerning  all  or  part 
of  the  proposed  form.  Written  submittals 
will  be  placed  in  the  Commission’s  public 
files  and  will  be  available  for  public  in¬ 
spection  at  the  Commission’s  Office  of 
Public  Information,  Room  1000,  825 
North  Capitol  Street,  NE,  Washington, 
D.C.  20426,  during  regular  business  hours. 
The  Commission  will  consider  all  such 
written  submittals  before  acting  on  the 
matters  herein  proposed.  An  original  and 
14  conformed  copies  should  be  filed  with 


the  Secretary  of  the  Commission.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  the  Commission  should  indi¬ 
cate  the  name,  title,  mailing  address  and 
telephone  number  of  the  person  to  whom 
communications  concerning  the  proposal 
should  be  addressed,  and  whether  the 
person  filing  submissions  requests  a  con¬ 
ference  with  the  staff  of  the  Federal 
Power  Commission  to  discuss  the  pro¬ 
posed  form.  The  staff,  in  its  discretion, 
may  grant  or  deny  written  requests  for 
conference  prior  to  or  subsequent  to  the 
filing  of  formal  submittals. 

The  proposed  amendments  to  Part  141 
of  the  Commission’s  Approved  Forms 
under  the  Federal  Power  Act  would  be 
issued  pursuant  to  the  authority  granted 
the  Commission  by  the  Federal  Power 
Act,  as  amended,  particularly  sections  10, 
19,  20,  202,  205,  206,  207,  304,  309  and 
311.” 

Effective  for  the  reporting  year  1976, 
the  Commission  proposes  to  amend  Part 
141,  Statement  and  Reports  (Schedules) , 
in  Subchapter  D — Approved  Forms,  Fed¬ 
eral  Power  Act,  Chapter  I,  Title  18  of  the 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  by  adding  a 
new  Section  141.68  prescribing  new  FPC 
Form  No.  156,  Report  of  CSenerating 
Plant,  Technical,  Environmental  and 
Operating  Data,  in  the  form  set  out  in 
Attachment  A  hereto.  New  §  141.68  will 
read  as  follows: 


•’Supra,  note  1. 


141.68  Form  No.  156,  Report  of  Gener¬ 
ating  plant,  technical,  environmental 
and  operating  data. 

Form  156  is  designed  to  collect  gener¬ 
ating  plant  design,  technical,  and  oper¬ 
ating  data  on  boilers,  turbines,  gener¬ 
ators,  transformers,  stacks,  fuel-feeders, 
cooling  facilities,  flue-gas  cleaning  equip¬ 
ment  along  with  plant  cost  and  expense 
'data,  fuel  use  and  cost,  and  plant  and 
unit  operating  efficiencies  for  steam-elec¬ 
tric  of  25  megawatts  or  greater,  installed 
capacity,  and  similar  data  where  ap¬ 
plicable  on  conventional  hydroelectric, 
pumped  storage,  gas  turbine,  and  in¬ 
ternal  combustion  of  10  megawatts  or 
greater  installed  capacity.  Limited  data 
is  collected  for  plants  of  lesser  installed 
capacity. 

The  filing  of  this  data,  as  defined  in 
the  detailed  instructions  of  this  form,  is 
annually  on  or  before  May  1  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  calendar  year;  monthly  on  or  be¬ 
fore  10  days  after  1st  of  the  following 
month:  or  monthly  on  or  before  45  days 
after  the  1st  of  the  following  month. 

The  Secretary  shall  cause  prompt  pub¬ 
lication  of  this  notice  to  be  made  in  the 
Federal  Register. 

By  direction  of  the  Commission. 

Kenneth  P.  Plumb, 

Secretary. 
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